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Synopsis

Ligon&#39;s True and Exact History of the Island of Barbados is the most significant book-length
English text written about the Caribbean in the seventeenth century. [It] allows one to see the
contested process behind the making of the Caribbean sugar/African slavery complex. Kupperman
is one of the leading scholars of the early modern Atlantic world. . . . | cannot think of any scholar
better prepared to write an Introduction that places Ligon, his text, and Barbados in an Atlantic
historical context. The Introduction is quite thorough, readable, and accurate; the notes [are]

exemplary! --Susan Parrish, University of Michigan
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Customer Reviews

If you are interested in early Barbados and how the people lived and survived this is a readyou will
enjoy. | did very much. | was disapointed that | didn’t find much info on myfamily, the Howell family,

but | loved reading about it’s settlement. I'm glad | bought itthru and | will keep it in my library.

Richard Ligon’s history and natural history of Barbados was much prized in the 18th century, and it

remains important for historians in many fields.

Beautiful prose with opening section describing Ligon’s life. So much of what Ligon has recorded on
the mid 1600’s still rings true in Barbados today, except for the landscapes which were so

completely altered in his time in Barbados. Sad that anyone with such skill ended up incarcerated by



his associates’ greed. This book is a reader in Barbadian schools, which is good as it does explain a

lot of what goes on still today.

As a descendant of Irish immigrants, | am horrified to learn how my ancestors were treated and am
amazed at the stalwart composure of these same people. | understand so much of how | am from
how my bloodline has adapted and prospered in spite of this terrible journey that those of my past

have had to endure.

Did not really know what | got in this book until | got it. It is a first hand account of a slave in the early
years in Barbados history. It is readable and if you love Barbados like | do you will enjoy this book.
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